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Participant Biographies

Keynote Address, March 16, 5:00 PM
Radhika Coomaraswamy, Special Representative of the Secretary-General for Children and Armed Conflict

Radhika Coomaraswamy was appointed by UN Secretary-General Kofi Annan as Under-Secretary-General, Special Representative for Children and Armed Conflict in April 2006. She was reappointed by the UN Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon in February 2007. In this capacity, she serves as a moral voice and independent advocate to build awareness and give prominence to the rights and protection of boys and girls affected by armed conflict. 

Ms. Coomaraswamy, a lawyer by training and formerly the Chairperson of the Sri Lanka Human Rights Commission, is an internationally known human rights advocate who has done outstanding work as Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women (1994-2003). In her reports to the United Nations Commission on Human Rights, she has written on violence in the family, violence in the community, violence against women during armed conflict and the problem of international trafficking. A strong advocate on women’s rights, she has intervened on behalf of countless women throughout the world seeking clarification from Governments in cases involving violence against women. 

Ms. Coomaraswamy was appointed Chairperson of the Sri Lanka Human Rights Commission in May 2003. She was also a director of the International Centre for Ethnic Studies in Sri Lanka, leading research projects in the field of ethnicity, women and human rights. She has served as a member of the Global Faculty of the New York University School of Law. She has published widely, including two books on constitutional law and numerous articles on ethnic studies and the status of women. 

Ms. Coomaraswamy has won many awards. These include: The International Law Award of the American Bar association, the Human Rights Award of the International Human Rights Law Group, the Bruno Kreisky Award of 2000, the Leo Ettinger Human Rights Prize of the University of Oslo, Cesar Romero Award of the University of Dayton, the William J. Butler Award from the University of Cincinnati, and the Robert S. Litvack Award from McGill University. 

Ms. Coomaraswamy is a graduate of the United Nations International School in New York. She received her B.A. from Yale University, her J.D. from Columbia University, an LLM from Harvard University and honorary PhDs from Amherst College, the University of Edinburgh and the University of Essex. 

March 17, 2009
Noon: "The Plight of Human Rights Defenders in China" 
Presented by the East Asia Law Society 
Douglas Grob, Cochairman's Senior Staff Member, Congressional-Executive Committee on China, Professor of Chinese Legal Reform, University of Maryland.  Douglas Grob holds a PhD. in Political Science from Stanford University (2001), and M.A. and A.B. degrees in International Relations specializing in East Asia from the University of Pennsylvania. His main areas of interest include the development of administrative procedures, administrative review and rulemaking processes at the grassroots in the U.S. and China.

Charlotte Oldham-Moore, Staff Director, Congressional-Executive Committee on China. Ms. Oldham-Moore is active with the International Campaign for Tibet and an expert on activism within China.  She graduated from Wesleyan with degrees in Chinese and History.

2 PM: “The Role of Evidence in a Fair Trial: Science Fact or Science Fiction?” 

Presented by the National Lawyers Guild
Professor Frank Wu (Moderator) is the author of Yellow: Race in America Beyond Black and White', which argues for a new paradigm of civil rights that includes people of all backgrounds rather than relying on a black-white paradigm and that addresses forms of racial discrimination that are not obvious but subtle. The book has become canonical in Asian American Studies and is widely used in classes on the subject. He also has co-written a textbook on the Japanese American internment, and several articles for magazines and newspapers that have become influential, such as a piece about the absence of Asian American public intellectuals, in the Chronicle of Higher Education. Born in Cleveland, Ohio in 1967, the son of Chinese Immigrants to the United States, he has appeared in the media and on the college lecture circuit, coming to public attention for his debates on affirmative action against Dinesh D'Souza and Ward Connerly, among others.
He testified before the Detroit City Council regarding governmental reforms following the controversy regarding Mayor Kwame Kilpatrick, in 2008. He also has testified before Congress and the Equal Employment Opportunity Commission, and he appeared as an expert witness on behalf of students who intervened in the historic University of Michigan affirmative action case.

Wu served as dean of Wayne State University Law School in Detroit, Michigan, which he claims as his hometown. Along with Harold Hongju Koh of Yale Law School and Jim Chen of the University of Louisville School of Law, Wu was one of only three Asian American law school deans in the United States. He was Wayne State Law's ninth dean, having succeeded Joan Mahoney, the law school's first woman dean (1998-2003). In April 2007, Wu announced he would resign as Dean in May 2008, a year before his appointment was to end, citing his wife's health problems as the leading cause of his resignation, though some tied his departure to the Law School's drop in the U.S. News and World Reports' rankings.[1] In 2008, he was one of two recipients of the Chang-Lin Tien Award from the Asian Pacific Fund, given for leadership in higher education. Named for the first Asian American to head a major research university, the award comes with a $10,000 honorarium. He has received the Trailblazer Award fr!

om the National Asian Pacific American Bar Association.

Wu also serves as a Trustee of Gallaudet University, the school for the deaf and hard-of-hearing. He became Vice-Chair of the Board following the protests over the appointment of Provost Jane Fernandes as President, in 2006. He was previously the first Asian American law professor at Howard University, one of the nation's leading historically black schools. He also has taught at Stanford, Michigan Columbia, and Deep Springs College. He is on the Board of the Leadership Conference for Civil Rights Education Fund. He also is a member of the Committee of 100, the non-profit group of Chinese Americans seeking to promote better US-China relations and the active participation of Chinese Americans in public life.

Wu earned his bachelor's degree from Johns Hopkins University in 1988 and his law degree from the University of Michigan Law School in 1991. He is also known for his motorcycle, which is painted yellow to match his book.

He is also writing a follow-up book to Yellow that has a focus on the Vincent Chin case.

Shawn Armbrust is the Executive Director of the Mid-Atlantic Innocence Project, where she works to prevent and correct wrongful convictions in the District of Columbia, Maryland, and Virginia. She graduated magna cum laude from Georgetown University Law Center and earned her B.S. with honors in Journalism from Northwestern University, where she helped free Anthony Porter, an innocent man on Illinois' death row. Before entering law school, she was the case coordinator at the Center on Wrongful Convictions at the Northwestern University School of Law. She also has served as a law clerk to Judge Gladys Kessler of the United States District Court for the District of Columbia, is an Adjunct Professor at American University’s Washington College of Law, and is a member of the National Committee on the Right to Counsel.

Dr. Randall Murch is a member of the National Academy of Sciences Committee on Science, Technology, and Law which recently released a report on the scientific shortcomings and policy changes that could improve the forensic sciences. The report, "Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward," reviews the state of the forensic techniques--fingerprinting, firearms identification and analysis of bite marks, blood spatter, hair and handwriting--used in court proceedings.

5 PM: “Environmental Justice”
Presented by the Environmental Law Society

Mustafa Santiago Ali has been a National Speaker, Trainer and Facilitator on Social Justice issues for the past 15 years and focused on the issue of Environmental Justice for the past 14 years.  During that time Mustafa has worked with communities on both the domestic and international front to secure environmental, health and economic justice. 

He currently serves as the Designated Federal Official for the Workgroup on Nationally Consistent EJ Screening Approaches of the National Environmental Justice Advisory Council (NEJAC), a federal advisory committee to the U.S. EPA.  He is the Co-host of the radio program, Spirit in Action on Pacifica’s WPFW 89.3 in Washington.  The show focuses on social justice issues and creating collaborative solutions to those problems. Each show is centered on empowering residents with the knowledge and resources to proactively strengthen the development and direction of their communities.  

Mustafa Ali served as a Brookings Institute Congressional Fellow in the Office of Congressman John Conyers in FY 2007-08.  His portfolio as a Legislative Assistant focused on Foreign Policy in Africa and South America, Homeland Security, Health Care, Appropriations and Environmental Justice.  Prior to his assignment on Capitol Hill  Mr. Ali served as the National Training Manager for the Office of Environmental Justice at the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency from 2005 -2007.   

In 2004, he was selected as the National Enforcement Training Institutes Trainer of the Year.  In that same year he led the effort to train more than 4,000 stakeholders in The Fundamentals of Environmental Justice Workshop. This national educational initiative provided the fundamental knowledge needed to better understand the complexities of environmental justice and its effects on disproportionately impacted communities.   

Mr. Ali is a former instructor at West Virginia University and Stanford University in Washington.  He guest lecturers at Universities and Colleges including, George Washington University, Georgetown University, Albany Law School and Howard University Law School.  

Daniel Gogal has worked in the USEPA's Office of Environmental Justice for the past sixteen years.  He is currently the Office's tribal coordinator and the Federal Interagency Working Group on Environmental Justice (EJ) program manager.  In these capacities he seeks to incorporate EJ principles into the programs and operations of federal and tribal governments to work towards ensuring the environment and public health is protected for all communities.   He has also serves as a project officer for community-based collaborative problem-solving cooperative agreements, provides training on dispute resolution, working effectively with tribal governments, and dispute resolution/collaborative problem-solving approaches.  Mr. Gogal is married and enjoys the experiences and dynamics of raising six children with his wife.

March 18, 2009
Noon: “Human Rights, Reproductive Rights, and the Hospital:  Tensions Between Religious Freedom, Abortion Rights and Medical Obligations”
Presented by Law Students for Reproductive Justice

Jessica Arons is the Director of the Women's Health and Rights Program at the Center for American Progress. She also is a member of the Center's Faith and Progressive Policy Initiative. Jessica previously served as a staff attorney fellow with the ACLU Reproductive Freedom Project. Prior to working at the ACLU, she practiced labor and employment law at James & Hoffman, P.C. Following law school, she clerked for the Honorable Elizabeth B. Lacy on the Supreme Court of Virginia. She also worked at the White House and on the 1996 Pennsylvania Democratic Coordinated Campaign prior to law school. Jessica is an honors graduate of Brown University and William and Mary School of Law. At William and Mary, Jessica was an Associate Editor of the William & Mary Law Review, Managing Editor of the William & Mary Journal of Women and the Law, and a Board Member of the William & Mary Public Service Fund. She has been seen on MSNBC, Fox News, and ABC News, and heard on Clear Channel radio.
Johnny Barnes joined the ACLU National Capital Area as Executive Director in 2001, one more step in a diverse career. Johnny was a Distinguished Military Graduate of Central State University in Wilberforce, Ohio and received the Jeffrey B. Crandall Memorial Award upon his graduation from the Georgetown University Law Center. He spent more than twenty-one years in various Congressional staff positions, most recently served as Chief of Staff for Congresswoman Eva M. Clayton (D.N.C.). In his capacities as legal and political staff, for committees and individual members, he worked on a wide range of issues including D.C. Voting Rights and broadening judicial access for African American farmers. In addition to his congressional work, he has taught law and college courses at various area schools, and he has practiced law in the District and the Virgin Islands. 
At the ACLU, Johnny has worked on many of the ACLU’s core issues. Notably, he is one of the attorneys currently working to ensure the continuation of adequate and accessible reproductive care in Prince George’s County Hospitals. 

Johnny is also a member in a number of numerous D.C. organizations working all across the civil rights and social policy spectrum, including the D.C. Commission for Women, the D.C. Commission on Human Rights, the D.C. Commission on Residential Mortgage Investment, and the Neighborhood Legal Services Program.

Emily P. Goodstein is the Spiritual Youth for Reproductive Freedom Program Director at the Religious Coalition for Reproductive Choice (RCRC).  As Director, Goodstein has overseen the launch of RCRC’s regional training program for youth leaders, interactive online community, and program grant initiative.  Previously, Emily worked as Hillel's Tzedek fellow where she helped Jewish college students organize and execute social justice initiatives on campuses across the country. Emily graduated from The George Washington University (GWU) in 2005 with a degree in human services. During her second semester at GWU, Emily founded the university's chapter of Planned Parenthood (Vox), Voices for Choices. In 2005, Emily became the youngest recipient of the Planned Parenthood Metropolitan Washington Champions of Choice award for community partnership.  Goodstein is an active member of the Jewish Funds for Justice Selah Leadership Training Program, Washington Area Clinic Defense Task Force (WACDTF), the Women's Information Network (WIN), and recently became a member of Planned Parenthood of Metropolitan Washington's Board of Directors.  Emily also enjoys drinking Honest Tea "a tad sweet" green tea, taking photos on her Canon Rebel, spending time with her tiny niece, Olivia, and blogging about food, products, and life in DC (wildandcrazypearl.com).
March 18, 2009 

5 PM: “Human Rights Practitioners in the Government”
Presented by the Human Rights Law Society

Kelly Fry is an Associate Legal Advisor for the Human Rights Law Division of U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement.  In July 2008, Ms. Fry joined the HRLD, where she heads the Division’s Latin American portfolio.  Prior to joining HRLD, Ms. Fry served as an Attorney Advisor with the Office of the General Counsel at the U.S. Department of Homeland Security (DHS), where she specialized in Visa Waiver Program, US-VISIT, NSEERS, Secure Border Initiative, diplomatic assurances and international repatriation issues.  Before working at the DHS Office of the General Counsel, Ms. Fry was an Associate Legal Advisor with the Enforcement Law Division of ICE.

Prior to working with ICE, Ms. Fry spent time in Sarajevo as a Legal Associate with the Criminal Defense Support Section of the War Crimes Chamber for Bosnia and Herzegovina.  After her time in Bosnia, Ms. Fry worked as the Legal Liaison for the United States representative to the United Nations International Law Commission in Geneva.

Ms. Fry graduated from Princeton University in 2002 with a degree in political science and international relations. She received her J.D. cum laude from the George Washington University Law School in 2005.
Dan Nadel is a Foreign Affairs Officer in the State Department's Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor, where he covers Central and Eastern Europe. In that capacity Dan helps to formulate US foreign policy on human rights and democracy issues, oversees $5 million in democracy assistance funds, and drafts sections of the annual human rights reports. He has served previously at the US Embassy in Mongolia, US European Command in Germany, and as a Special Assistant U.S. Attorney in DC. Prior to joining the government, Dan worked and interned at organizations including the UN's Office of Legal Affairs, Lawyers' Committee for Human Rights, the Kosovo Law Centre, and the Rwanda Tribunal. He has published on topics including the Rwanda genocide, political rights of persons with disabilities, and the crisis in Zimbabwe. Dan is a 2006 graduate of George Washington University's joint JD/MA program and he received his BA in International Affairs from GW in 2002
March 19, 2009

Noon: “The Right to Vote: A Human Right”
Presented by The Election Law Society
Lawrence M. Noble(Moderator) is with Skadden, Arps, Slate, Meagher & Flom, LLP, where he practices political law. He was the executive director and general counsel of the Center for Responsive politics from 2001 to 2006, and served as general counsel of the Federal Election Commission from 1987 through 2000.  Mr. Noble served as president of the Council on Governmental Ethics Laws from 1997 to 1998. He has testified before Congress, authored and co-authored articles and opinion pieces on the regulation of political activity, and has spoken both in the United States and in other countries on issues involving the reality and appearance of corruption in elections and the role of the government, press and NGOs in ensuring transparency and free and fair elections.  He has been an observer and political law consultant with respect to elections in the former Soviet Union, Benin, Senegal, Macedonia, Mexico, the Dominican Republic, Cambodia, Bangladesh, Trinidad and Tobago and Jamaica.  Mr. Noble is also  an adjunct professor at the George Washington University Law School, where he teaches campaign finance law.  He has appeared on a variety of television and radio news and public affairs programs including, most notably (at least to his children), Comedy Central’s The Daily Show.
Elizabeth Abi-Mershed is the Assistant Executive Secretary of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) of the Organization of American States.  She provides legal advice to the Commission, works with the legal team to manage the Secretariat’s preparation of case, thematic and country reports, coordinates the specialized team charged with the litigation of cases before the Inter-American Court of Human Rights, and provides technical support to the Commission’s Special Rapporteurship on the Rights of Women.  She received her JD from the Washington College of Law, and an LL.M. in International and Comparative Law from the Georgetown University Law Center.
 

Scott Carpenter has worked in and around elections pretty much all his life.  Prior to joining the Washington Institute for Near East policy where he works as a Senior Fellow, he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary of State in the Near East Affairs Bureau.  There he sought to encourage governments in the region to improve, among other things, the transparency and meaning of their elections.  Prior to that he served in Iraq where, working together with the UN, he helped shape the electoral law that led to Iraq's first elections in 2005.  From 2001 to 2003, he served as Deputy Assistant Secretary in the Bureau of Democracy, Human Rights and Labor where he spent a good deal of time working on election related issues in difficult places like Colombia, Zimbabwe, Belarus, and Cambodia.  Prior to that he worked for seven years with the International Republican Institute throughout Central and Eastern Europe where he finished up as co-director for their European regional office.  He has observed numerous elections worldwide.  
 
Patrick Merloe is a Senior Associate and directs electoral programs conducted by NDI. He has observed election processes in more than 25 countries and led or participated in over 130 NDI delegations and assistance teams to more than 50 countries around the world. Pat's program focus is largely on promoting democratic reform and political development in semi-authoritarian countries and conflict-sensitive states. He has produced numerous publications and is a frequent speaker on democracy promotion, elections, human rights and international law. Pat's program areas include: Constitutional and law reform projects regarding electoral issues, including civil and political rights; Programs promoting political dialogue and mitigating conflict in the electoral context;  Programs concerning domestic nongovernmental organizations and political parties in election monitoring and promotion of electoral integrity; and  International election assessments and election observer delegations.
