
Student Bar Association

Senate Meeting
September 28, 2004
MINUTES
I.
Meeting Called to Order at 8:55 p.m.
II.
Attendance

· President Eric Koester

· Executive Vice President Erin Plasteras

· Chief of Staff Ben Askew

· Treasurer Jon Willingham

· Assistant Treasurer Andrew Skolnik

· SENATORS: Quorum Present→9/12 Senators attended &  9/12 voted.

· Present Senators→Michelle Yhang, Jason Dutil, Will Wilder, Christina Pederson, Sarah Dean, Jane Yanovsky, Jamie Konn, Kelly Starosta.
· Absent Senators→Christina Dimock, Amir Shaikh, Chip Warden, Steven Mandelbaum
III.
UPDATED BUDGET APPROVED
· SA allocated $40,000 to SBA.
· The breakdown is $35,000 & $5,000 in co-sponsorship funding. 
· Thank you to Eric who had many lunch dates with GW undergrads to secure the $13,500 increase.
IV.
APPROVAL OF AD HOC FUNDING TO AWLRC (Animal Welfare Org.)
· Funding of $100 was approved.
· Debate ensued regarding whether $100 was too much, however, a consensus was reached that it is difficult for new organizations to accurately predict the attendance and costs of new events.  

· Senators considered providing new groups with suggestions and guidelines for ad hoc funding to assist them in the process.

V.
ESTABLISHMENT OF BY-LAW TIMELINE
· Eric expressed that new groups are looking to SBA by-laws for guidance in developing their own Constitutions and suggested that Senate establish a timeline for creating new by-laws.

· Elections by-laws have been completed.

· Jon and Jason will distribute Finance by-laws.

· Jane provided insight into the by-laws committee approach to this project.

· Jane, Jon Willingham, Dione (legal affairs→executive role; not judicial) and Amir are the four individuals that will sit on the committee with a 1L likely joining the committee.
VI.
COMMITTEE MEETINGS
· Christina P. and Jason agreed to look into increasing the accessibility of all GW Law buildings.  Further, we are going to look into staffing the 2nd floor library entrance on the weekends or permitting the activation of swipe cards.  Currently, students have to walk outside the library, downstairs and back around to access bathrooms, Westlaw printers, copy center, lockers, etc.  

· Finance and Student Life Committees convened.

· Jane was the only member of academic affairs committee present.

· Finance Committee discussed having the library fee on our tuition bill being an opt-in rather than opt-out.  Senators also considered the fee being allocated to the Burns Law Library, rather than the Gelman undergraduate library.  
· Student Life Committee is looking into why we can’t have our GWorld cards activated to allow us access to the building at all times.  Further, they are going to establish a procedure for recognizing student and faculty achievements.  
VII.
ANNOUNCEMENTS

· Next meeting is Monday Oct. 11 at 8 p.m. in L202.  
· Erin will be meeting with the committee chairs; Jason, Christina and Amir in the off-weeks to discuss committee initiatives.  
VII.
THANK YOU ALL.  It has been a pleasure working with you.  

Meeting Adjourned at 9:26 p.m.
____________________________

Approved  or Corrected
________
