SBA Board Meeting Minutes
January 13, 2003

L202
8PM
I. Attendance and Approval of Minutes from November 18, 2003

II. Moment of Silence for Chris Bartok

III. President’s Report
1. 13 week schedule: we were sort of attacked by ELSA which we have tried to work with on the proposal. They are having a meeting at the moment about the 13 week schedule and this will be discussed more under Old Business.

2. Graduate Alcohol Policy: Dean DeVigne and Corrie are planning to meet with the general counsel of the university to talk about it. Right now it is looking like we will approach it as a one-year law school only pilot program. If it works other grad schools can modify and adopt it.

3. Thanks to Public Relations for the new sign on the SBA board downstairs.
IV. VP Reports

1. Day VP

2. Evening VP

V. Secretary Report
VI. Treasurer Report

VII. Class Representative Reports

1. 3L Reps: Outline project worked well; over 45 outlines and way over 100 requests. The outlines will be soon posted on TWEN and SBA is looking into getting alumni outlines as well as outlines from journals.
Kudos to the Constitutional Committee for doing an excellent job. 
2. 2L Reps
3. 1L Reps: Eric proposed legislation to the SA that is similar to the legislation passed by the SBA about the Solomon Amendment. There will be a discussion about it in L202 on Tuesday 20th at 5pm. 
4. LLM Rep

VIII. Committee Reports

1. Academic Affairs: During finals there was a lot of complaints about doors being locked. Amy talked to Dean Morrison about activating people’s swipe cards. He wasn’t opposed to the idea so she will talk to him more about it.
2. Alumni Relations

3. Budget & Finance
4. Community Service

5. Commencement: Tom Berganthal is expected to say yes to being a commencement speaker by the end of the week. 
6. Constitutional Committee: presented the Constitution report.
7. Elections: Will be happening first week of February. The committee is working on the regulations.
8. First Year Programs: thinking of a 1L picnic for April.
9. Graduate Affairs

10. Interviews

11. Judiciary

12. Minority Affairs: working with BLSA on movie & discussion
13. Pro Bono Programs

14. Program Board: Barristers is January 31st at Four Seasons from 9-2. More food than last year. The food will be served for 3 hours and will come out in increments. There are some problems with the open bar but Corrie and Sharmese have a meeting with Dean Morrison to work it out. Tickets will be $55 the first week and $60 the second week. We still need 10-15 more sober monitors for barristers. 
Thirsty Thursdays starts Jan 29th. The goal is to get clubs to sponsor them. 

Bar Review this week is at The Exchange. $2 Miller Lite, $2 Foggy Bottom, $3 Rails.

15. Public Relations

16. Student Services

17. ABA:
Membership is up %3.2
ABA gives out annual awards to SBA’s so we need to nominate ourselves. Please contact emenhart@law.gwu.edu for more info.

ABA has student leadership positions available see www.abanet.org/lsd
IX. Old Business

X. New Business

1. Ad Hoc: Nota Bene spring allocation of $8,000 was approved.
2. Constitution:

a. Major Changes: codified evening reps and LLM reps. There will no longer be a judiciary committee but there will be a judicial branch. This branch will give opinions only when requested. Everything must be passed by the President. VP will take over running the meeting. Day and Evening VP are eliminated and are replaced by day, evening and LLM Representatives at large. 
b. Transition: must be approved by ¾ of voting students. Likely will be placed on same ballot as regular voting.
c. Important to remember that the document can be changed, adopted in part or not at all. 

3. 13 week calendar change: Dean Trangsrud
a. ELSA concerns

i. Burden of staying later

ii. Higher work load

iii. Not as benefited by proposal

b. Responses

i. It is possible to keep 1L evenings on current schedule in fall but in spring they would have to forego spring break to keep on 14 week schedule

ii. It is possible to modify proposal to be 55 minutes rather than 60 mins.

c. There is no clear consensus among other schools of our caliber. 
d. Final decision is Friday

e. 15 minute break between classes

4. SBA held a straw vote where most people favored 55 minute classes over 60 minute classes. This is the view the SBA will present at the Friday meeting.
XI. Kudos

XII. Adjournment

